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I've always
known that the
love of my life
takes risks in
the mountains.
Just, you don’t
think ...
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was featured in “The Fifty Clas-
sic Descents of North America,”
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a book by Chris Davenport that
hax become the Fodor's Guide of
ki mountaineering.

the top of the Messner
: aid, the snow was per
fection. After about 4.000 feet
of descent, though, it turned to
blue ice too hard and slick to
turn skis on. With a deep cre
vasse looming below the route,
Labosky and Mallet made the
decision to transition from skis
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e were caught in an avalanche on the Big Willow Cirque in Little Cotton-
in the midst of a 9-mile. J0int to-point route that induded roughly 8,570

to technical climbing for the re-
mainder of the descent. Using
ice climbing tools like screws
and axes, the pair climbed the
rest of the way down while a
mass of climbers hunkered
down at the 14,000-foot bave
camp looked on.

“Everybody knew that these
two guys had skied the Mess-
ner and they had to downclimb
this sheer blue ice at the bottom.”
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EMILY MCKAY
Austin Mallet’s girlfriend

a trek through the mountains,
Then she checked his phone’s
Jocation. He'd stopped moving,
which was a little odd for him.
Maybe, she hoped, they needed
a break.

An adept alpine climber
who previously volunteered for
Search and Rescue, she said
she was reluctant to “sound the
alarm.” Outdoor recreation has
its risks, but Mallet, whom she
described as “the love of my life,”
has always come

“That morning, I felt some-
thing was wrong, my whole body
was shivering.” McKay wrote in
an email, “and I reached out to
his best friends for advice on
what to do/ collaborate on how
worried to be.”

‘When she saw the Instagram
post by the Utah Avalanche
Center stating it believed ski-
ers had been caught in an ava:
lanche near Lone Peak, though,
she knew. Who else would be on
a route that remote and gruel-
ing?

According to a UAC report on
the slide, the men had just fin-
ished skinning up the Big Wil-
Jow Apron and had begun boot-
packing onto a thin ridge that
ran through the middle of the
cirque when the avalanche hit.
The skier in the lead was tossed
to the looker’s right side of the
spine and partially buried. Mal-
let and Cameron were thrown
to the Jeft and carried further
down the avalanche path.

Once the survivor dug himself
out, he set out to rescue Camer-
on and Mallet. He likely arrived
Jjust a few minutes too late,

According to Salt Lake Coun-
ty Search and Rescue volunteers,
all three carried standard ava-
lanche gear — a
and probe — and helmets. Cam-
eron worked at SkiMoCo and of-
ten participated in twice-month-
ly skimo races held by Utah Ski
Mountaineering The third man
worked in the outdoor retail in-
dustry. Craig Gordon, a UAC
forecaster who worked the scene,
called all three “very experi-
enced, very serious, very dedi-
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And I think that's what  ue to seek adventure in the re-
made him so incredible  mote mountains, and he'll take
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of course, but mentally as matter their weight. He"I:rry
well.” his avalanche airbag more of-
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for her to believe he's gone. attention to sabtle changes in
snow conditions and question
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